THE THIRD PARTITION

subjecting and dismembering her unfortunate neigh-
bour. . . . However much we may condemn the public
morality of Catherine's actions, it is impossible not to
accord a tribute of amazement to the skill with which
she pursued her objects. . . .

"With Prussia it was very different. Her course
throughout these transactions was pursued with under-
hand perfidy, treachery, lying, and fraud, without
example or precedent in history. . . . "Whatever excuses
may be urged for Frederick, no plea can possibly be
urged on behalf of his successor, Frederick William, in
abatement of his perfidies. In drawing Poland away from
alliance with Russia, entering into a treaty, offensive
and defensive, with her, promising support to her new
Constitution, and then, when the ink of his treaty was
hardly dry, turning round and throwing over all his
treaty obligations, and agreeing with Russia to dismember
Poland, his course was perfidious and disgraceful to a
degree almost incredible. . . . We may affirm that at
die bar of history the destruction of the Polish kingdom,
and the partition of its territory, were political crimes of
the gravest kind, unequalled in the past of Europe. In
apportioning the blame for them, we are justified in the
conclusion that the conduct of Prussia was the most
perfidious and mendacious, that of Russia the most
cunning and deadly, and that of Austria the most mean
and treacherous."
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